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April 7, 2010

Ohio School Funding Advisory Council

Deborah Delisle, Chair

25 South Front St.

Columbus, Ohio 43215

Dear Chair Delisle and Members of the Ohio School Funding Advisory Council (OSFAC):

As you might expect, our organizations have spent much time over the past year evaluating Ohio’s school funding delivery system and the changes that have been initiated through HB 1. The components of the Ohio Evidence Based Model (OEBM) are of extreme importance to the members of our respective organizations. Because they are so important, we have utilized the expertise available through the Education Tax Policy Institute (ETPI) and the ETPI consultants, Bill Driscoll and Dr. Howard Fleeter from the firm Driscoll & Fleeter, to help us understand this new model.

One component of the OEBM that has been a topic of conversation in the meetings of the OSFAC is the Education Challenge Factor (ECF). As a result of the various questions and viewpoints that have arisen in your meetings, we asked the ETPI consultants to provide research and analysis regarding the use of such a factor in any school funding system and in Ohio’s new EBM in particular.  

Attached is the ETPI report on the ECF. We hope you will find it useful as you continue to deliberate the components of the OEBM and recommendations you might make for improving the new system. Additionally, we have included an explanation of how the ECF is calculated, also prepared by Driscoll & Fleeter. 

If you have questions about the ECF report and explanation, or about the ETPI please feel free to contact us.

Respectfully submitted,
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Damon Asbury



Thomas P. Ash



Director of Legislative Services
       
Director of Governmental Relations

Ohio School Boards Association
 
Buckeye Association of School Administrators
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Barbara Shaner

Associate Director

Ohio Association of School 

Business Officials

